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Cable TV review 


Hie JFK Assassination’ 


By Miles Beller 

In the wake of Oliver Stone’s 
“JFK” and resultant media after- 
shocks, it’s sometimes difficult de- 
termining which is more “impor- 
tant,” the actual event or the 
' amount of print and tape footage 
spurred by a big-screen entertain- 
I ment. Even now, televised pro- 
, gramming about John Kennedy’s 
assassination advance ever 
onward. 

Among the more intriguing 
pieces of this sort to be aired on 
TV is “The JFK Assassination: 
The Jim Garrison Tapes,” a show 
broadcast on Viewer’s Choice, a 
pay-per-view cable channel also 
screening Stone’s “JFK.” And the 
stated purpose of “The Jim Garri- 
son Tapes” is, in the words of 
Viewer’s Choice press material, to 
detail “former New Orleans Dis- 
trict Attorney Jim Garrison’s cru- 
sade to prove a conspiracy to as- 
sassinate President John F. 
Kennedy.” 

Yet what this nonfiction produc- 
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tion does present is a tantalizingly 
speculative thesis that Kennedy 
was on a “collision course” with 
the military-industrial complex be- 
cause of such events as the Bay of 
Pigs fiasco and mounting problems 
in Southeast Asia, and that the 
killing in Dallas was a far different 
story than as described by a white- 
washed Warren Commission 
report. 

In this vein we hear Garrison in 
what Viewer’s Choice terms his 
“only lenghty on-camera inter- 
view^’ asserting that “Lee Harvey 
See “JFK” on page 20 


‘JFK’ 
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Oswald killed no one’* and that 
“John Kennedy was killed by a 
major force ... the simplest way to 
describe it is the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency.” 

As well, we listen to such people 
as a Col. Fletcher Prouty asserting 
that the military-intelligence es- 
tablishment had to ambush Garri- 
son's case since Garrison “would 
have pulled the plug on the con- 
spiracy.” Moreover, such points 
are brought to bear as a paraffin 
test indicating Oswald never fired 
a gun the day Kennedy was killed, 
this contrary to the Dallas Police 
chiefs announcement of a positive 


test result 

And, too, “The Jim Garrison 
Tapes” talks of a cover-up, how 
the Warren Commission was com- 
promised, and how Garrison’s in- 
vestigation was ambushed by the 
government, all this played out to 
archival film and news clips. 

As challenge to orthodoxy, “The 
JFK Assassination: The Jim Garri- 
son Tapes” is surely worth a look. 
But as annotated history it regis- 
ters more as speculative hearsay 
and intriguing conjecture. □ 


